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Meeting Summary
Participants:
David O’Neill – CBT

Jamie Baxter - CBT

Cecily Kihn – Agua 

Verna Harrison - KCF

Julie Trask - KCF

Scott Denman - WGF

Linda Howard – Summit Fund
Rakhi Kasat - EPA

Kristin Pauly - PCT

Connie Musgrove –UMCES

John Dawes – WPaWP
Lisa Volgeneau – Volgeneau Foundation
Andrew Klingenstein

Julie Klingenstein

Marcia Vanplagen-Lewis

Samuel Stokes - Marpat
Guests

Bill Hogan – Center for Public Integrity
Sally Munemitsu – TCC Group

Tony Massaro – League of Conservation Voters

Welcome & Introductions 
(David O’Neill -CBT)

Capacity Building Initiative (CBI) Program Update
Sally Munemitsu (TCC Group) and Jamie Baxter (CBT) collectively presented an overview of how the CBI program has been constructed, the process for assessing watershed organizations using the Core Capacity Assessment Tool (CCAT), making recommendations, and the model for evaluating the program.  The Watershed Network meets at the end of June.  The presentation from the meeting is posted at www.chesbayfunders.org and the following action items were generated:
· A full update on the Watershed Network activities and the evaluation effort of CBI will be presented at a Future Bay Funders meeting. 

· The list of selected grantees will be posted on the CBFN website. 
· CBFN members will be invited to participate in Watershed Network Meetings.  
Land Use Workgroup & Update on Mid-Atlantic funding opportunities:
Kristin Pauly (PCT), chair of the CBFN land use workgroup provided an overview on the status of the workgroup.  The land use workgroup is acting as a learning network and is collecting information and resources before meeting in the fall.  A scan of land use programs led by foundations will be done over the summer and the land use committee will meet to review them and plan next steps.

Funders have met recently to explore mid-Atlantic funding opportunities in land use.  Scott Denman (Wallace Global Fund) led a discussion on how attention can be brought to land use issues.  Bill Hogan from the Center for Public Integrity was on hand to discuss CPI’s Land Use Decisions Accountability Project.  The CPI accountability project is seeking funding to investigate and inform the public on how land use decisions are being made, as an example the recent year-long investigation by the Washington Post to expose the influence and relationships between development advocates and Loudon County planning officials.   Several Chesapeake Bay Funders have shown an interest in funding CPI on an initiative to investigate land use in the Chesapeake region.  The project is moving forward but funding will be needed over time.  If you are interested in supporting CPI’s land use accountability project and would like more information, please contact Scott Denman (sdenman@wgf.org) or Bill Hogan (bhogan@cpi.org).  

New Business:

· Rakhi Kasat (EPA) announced a training initiative by EPA/NOAA entitled “Coastal Community Planning and Development" which is intended for individuals or groups that are interested in developing community development plans that incorporate low impact development alternatives.  More information can be found at: http://www.csc.noaa.gov/training/ccpd.html and the training program will be on the agenda at the next CBFN land use planning workgroup.
· John Dawes (WPaWP) updated CBFN on recent developments in the Pennsylvania AML campaign, which in December 2006 was successful in having key legislation passed which will extend the AML Program for at least 15 years and will triple AML funds PA receives from reclamation fees collected from every ton of coal produced.  He pointed out a possibility of using excess manure to help solve the Acid Mine Drainage issue which can link the AML clean up with the CBFN Agriculture Initiative and the Kellogg proposal.  CBFN agreed to explore this possibility at a future agriculture workgroup meeting.

Ag Initiative Update
The Agricultural Initiative has been moving ahead on technical assistance projects in Pennsylvania and Virginia.  A Press event for the Lebanon County ‘No Till’ Farmer to farmer mentoring program is expected to take place in late June.  

The workgroup is beginning to implement the Kellogg partnership component of the initiative which includes a communication strategy.  Connie Musgrove (UMCES) is pulling together a group to refine the communication strategy per Kellogg requirements and planning for an announcement of the grant is underway – the target audiences for the announcement include other funders and broader public.  An evaluation team of top-rate talent has been assembled for the Ag initiative.  A Task Group for selecting manure projects has also been assembled and will be meeting over the summer to determine selection criteria.
Media & the Bay: Motivating Citizen Action
Tony Massaro from the League of Conservation Voters presented polling information on Energy and Global Warming.  His presentation can be found on the CBFN website (www. Chesbayfunders.org)  under ‘meeting information.’  Per CBFN members’ request, the full polling results from Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research will also be posted.  
Tony also provided an update on the Environmental Leadership Institute (ELI) program which he presented at CBFN meeting in February 2006.  The ELI needs $90,000 for next year’s leadership training program. If you are interested in supporting the ELI, please contact Tony Massaro at Tony_Massaro@lcv.org .
The Chesapeake Bay Funders has agreed to convene a Media workgroup with Stuart Clarke (TCF) as chair and funders Scott Denman (WGF), Verna Harrison (KCF) and David O’Neill (CBT) to serve on the workgroup.  The group will explore a role in working with public agencies and private companies in development and spearhead a campaign to raise awareness and take action for the Bay. 

Next Meeting:

The Chesapeake Bay Funders Network will be meeting next in the fall 2007.  
